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The reading interests of children have been investigated
from many different points of view and these investigations
have disclosed significant facts which have been most benefi¬
cial for the teacher in her efforts to understand and solve
the reading problems of children. Because of research in this
particular area, educators have become cognizant of the fact
that the textbook does not entirely satisfy the needs and in¬
terests of children so additional reading materials have to be
selected.^ Teachers and librarians should not limit the read¬
ing choices of children to what they think the children should
be interested in; instead, the school should stimulate the
child's interests in many varied fields so that he will be en¬
couraged to choose the materials best suited for and most use¬
ful to him.
Geneva R. Hanna and Mariana K. McAllister said:
^Juanita Christine Bussey, "A Study of the Reading Inter¬
ests of a Selected Group of Elementary School Children at the
John M. Tutt Elementary School Atlanta, Georgia" (unpublished




It was not until well into the first quarter of the twen-
thieth century that teachers, librarians, and other educa¬
tors began to feel, that in order to become more effective
in influencing young people's taste in reading, they would
need to know more about young people and what they like to
read. The resulting research brought a certain loosening
to the study of literature; but because the literature pro¬
grams were so well entrenched and the required outside
reading was so definitely prescribed in our high schools,
the progress has been slow.l
Under the influence of the National Council of Teachers of
English, the American Library Association, the National
Education Association, the National Council for the Social
Studies, and other similar organizations, new reading lists
in which careful consideration has been given to the read¬
ing interests and needs of youth, have been developed.
These lists have been carefully constructed to meet cur¬
ricular needs as well as those of adolescence,2
Many notable persons as A. M. Jordan, R. L. Thorndike,
Lewis Terman, Paul Witty, Gertrude Hildreth, George Norvell
and Ruth Strang have made studies and surveys of reading habits
and interests of young people. Three factors have been estab¬
lished through these studies! (1) that the factors affecting
reading choices of adolescents are sex, age, and intelligence;
(2) that children's reading interests are influenced by the
availability of reading materials found in the home; and (3)
that the types of materials read by children are determined
largely by the economic and educational status of their homes.
^Geneva R. Hanna and Mariana K. McAllister, Books. Young





The purposes of this study were: (1) to find out what is
read by a selected group of students of the North Gulfport
High School in Gulfport, Mississippi; (2) to determine student
preferences in regard to t3?pes of reading materials; (3) to
show differences in reading interests according to age, sex,
grade, intelligence, and the economic and educational status
of the homes represented; (4) to determine the sources used to
obtain these materials; and (5) to discover the students' pur¬
poses for reading.
The facts that will be revealed in this study can be of
vital importance to the librarian in her efforts to guide the
reading of these students; to the teacher who is striving to
stimulate the child's interests in reading; and to theparents
who are concerned with creating within their children a taste
for good literature.
Description of the North Gulfport
Community and High School
The Community
Gulfport, Mississippi, which is the county seat of
Harrison County, is located on the Mississippi Sound of the
Gulf of Mexico, 75 miles east of New Orleans, Louisiana, and
150 miles south of Jackson, Mississippi, the State Capital.
It is on the ''Old Spanish Trail," (IT. S. Highway 90) and at
4
the southern terminus of U. S. Highway 49,^
The 1960 population of Gulfport was 30,043 as compared
to 22,659 in 1950. The population of Harrison County in 1960
was 119,033 as compared to 84,073 in 1950, The Negro popula-
2
tion was 2,231.
One of the state's youngest cities, organized in 1898,
Gulfport is proud of its growth as a resort city, a shopping
center, and an industrial comm\inity. The leading industries
are shipbuilding, fishing, and fish processing. Of the 2,231
Negroes in Gulfport, the majority are employed as craftsmen,
foremen, operative workers, private, household and service
3
workers and common laborers.
Recognition of this area as one of the healthiest in the
South was responsible for the locating of three very large
military training centers in the area. These include Gulfport
Field and Navy Base at Gulfport and Keesler Air Force Base at
4
Biloxi, Mississippi.
Gulfport Chamber of Commerce, Mississippi's Gateway to
World Commerce, A Report Prepared by the Chamber of Commerce





The North Gulfport High School and Library
The North Gulfport High School is located two miles north
of the city limits in an area that has grown rapidly during the
last ten years because of World War II and the establishment
of military units. The high school was erected in 1960 to
serve the communities of Turkey Creek, Saucier, Lyman, Airie
and Laz Town. The school building, which has 28 classrooms,
was constructed to accommodate 1,000 students, but there were
1,280 enrolled in grades eight through 12 at the time this study
was made. In order to relieve the overcrowded conditions, a
mobile unit consisting of two classrooms was set up during the
1964 school year. Located in the center of the building are
offices of the principal and the counselor, the cafeteria, and
the school library.
The library, with a seating capacity of 65, has a con¬
ference room, a work room, and a main reading room. Its equip¬
ment includes nine tables, 70 chairs, a card catalog, a maga¬
zine-newspaper rack, an atlas, a globe, two record players,
and three filmstrip projectors. The library's holdings include
3,000 books of which 800 are fiction; five sets of encyclopedias;
40 periodicals and three newspapers. There is one trained,
full-time librarian who is assisted by ten student workers.
6
Availability of Readincr Materials for
Negroes in Gulfport, Mississippi
Citizens of Gulfport can obtain, through si±>scription or
at newsstands one local daily paper. The Daily Herald, and
three regional daily newspapers. The Times-Plcayune, The
Jackson Daily News, and The Jackson Clarion-Ledger, There are
two newsstands and several drug stores in Gulfport which make
available other out-of-town newspapers. Adult periodicals,
comic books, and books for young adults are available at a
nmnber of the ten-cent stores and drug stores located in Gulf-»
port.
The main library which is located in downtown Gulfport,
the 19th Street Branch Library located in Central Gulfport,
.the East Side Branch Library located in Soria City, a book¬
mobile, and a community library sponsored by the Mennonites,
provide library service for Negroes in Gulfport. The public
library branches limit their services to Negroes. They have
a collection of approximately 9,000 fiction and non-fiction
books together with magazines, newspapers, and records. The
bookmobile provides fiction and non-fiction books for the North
Gulfport High School Library once each month. The Mennonite
Library, which also serves the North Gulfport community, is
located near the high school. It was established in 1963 and
provides, on a voluntary basis, additional books for the
7
children and young adults of the Negro community. Of the 1600
books in its collection, one-third of them are reference books,
junior and adult fiction, children's books and Christian re¬
ferences .
Methodology
The methodological procedure used in this study involved
four major steps: the first was the selection of a broadly
representative group of the S51 junior and senior high school
students by their counselor and by the writer. This was done
in the following manner: The entire population of the junior
and senior high school was used to make sure that a unique
cross section of the community was involved in the study. Of
the 351 junior and senior high school students contacted in
this study, 197 expressed enough interest to follow through
by completing the questionnaire.
The second step involved the development of a question¬
naire to obtain data from each child concerning his age, grade
and sex, his socio-economic background, and his reading inter¬
ests and habits.
The third step was the administration of the question¬
naire. Permission was sought to have the students assemble in
the school gymnasium for the purpose of filling out the ques¬
tionnaire. Each question was carefully read to the students
8
to be sure that each was answered before the next was reached.
The guidance counselor cooperated by serving as proctor.
The fourth step was to analyze the data obtained from
the questionnaire. This information was tabulated, analyzed
and interpreted so as to give a comprehensive picture of the
several aspects of the reading interests and habits of the
students.
Table 1 shows the sex, grade, ntimber and percentage of
students in the total enrollment and in the sample. This
table shows that there were more girls involved in the study
TABLE 1
NIMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS IN THE
TOTAL ENROLLMENT AND IN THE SAMPLE
Grade
S t u d e n t s
Male Female Total
Percentage
of SampleTotal Sample Total Sample Total Sample
8 44 18 70 32 114 50 25
9 30 18 50 31 80 49 25
10 33 13 40 19 73 32 16
11 25 21 22 18 47 39 20
12 19 11 18 16 37 27 14
Total 151 81 200 116 351 197 100
9
than boys. Students in the eighth and ninth grades constitute
the largest number in the sample thus implying that more stu¬
dents in these grades were willing to participate.
The sample was composed of 50 eighth grade students, 49
ninth grade students, 32 tenth grade students, 39 eleventh
grade students and 27 twelfth grade students making a total
of 197 students who filled out the questionnaire. There were
18 boys in the eighth grade, 18 in the ninth grade, 13 in the
tenth grade, 21 in the eleventh grade and 11 boys in the
twelfth grade making a total of 81 male students. The distri¬
bution of the girls was as follows: 32 in the eighth grade, 31
in the ninth grade, 19 in the tenth grade, 18 in the eleventh
grade and 16 in the twelfth grade making a total of 116 female
students.
CHAPTER II
A DESCRIPTION OF THE PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS
OF THE SAMPLE AND THE EDUCATIONAL AND ECONOMIC
STATUS OF THE HOMES REPRESENTED
This chapter is concerned with presenting a description
of the personal characteristics of the selected group of North
Gulfport High School students used in this study.
Personal Characteristics of the Students
The age distribution of students by grades shows that
there were eight eighth grade students who were 13 years old;
28 were 14 years old; nine who were 15 years old; four who
were 16 years old; and one who was 18 years old. In the ninth
grade, there were nine who were 14 years old; 26 who were 15
years old; nine who were 16 years old; four who were 17 years
old; and one who was 19 years old. In the tenth grade, there
were seven students who were 15 years old; ten students who
were 16 years old; 12 students who were 17 years old; two stu¬
dents who were 18 years old; and one who was 19 years old. In
the eleventh grade, there was one student who was 15 years old;
nine who were 16 years old; 15 who were 17 years old; 11 who
10
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were 18 years old; two who were 19 years old; and one who was
21 years old. In the twelfth grade, there was one student
who was 16 years old; ten who were 17 years old; 11 who were
18 years old; four who were 19 years old; and one student who
was 22 years old (see Table 2).
TABLE 2












13 8 ■ • ■ • m ■- • ■ 8
14 28 9 « m • • ■ ■ 37
15 9 26 7 1 K • 43
16 4 9 10 9 1 33
17 u m 4 , 12 15 10 41
18 1 ■ m 2 11 11 25
19 1 1 2 4 8
20 ■ ■ ■ m ■ ■ ■ • • • « •
21 • • m m ■ « 1 1
22 • • m u • ■ ■ m 1 1
Total 50 49 32 39 27 197
It was found that from the sample of 50 eighth grade
students, eight were 13 years old, and 42 were below the normal
12
grade level for their ages. Of the 42 eighth grade students
who were below their normal grade level, 28 were 14 years old
and should have been in the ninth grade; nine were 15 years old
and should have been in the tenth grade; four were 16 years old
and shouldhave been in the eleventh grade; one was 18 years old
and should have been a freshman in college. Of the 49 ninth
grade students, nine were 14 years old and 40 were below the
normal grade level. Of the 40 ninth grade students who were
below their normal grade level, 26 were 15 years old and should
have been in the tenth grade; nine were 16 years old and should
have been in the twelfth grade; and one student was 19 years
old and should have been a sophomore in college. Of the 32
tenth grade students, seven were 15 years old and 25 were be¬
low their normal grade level. Of the 25 students who were be¬
low their normal grade level, ten were 16 years old and should
have been in the eleventh grade, 12 were 17 years old and
should have been in the twelfth grade; two were 18 years old
and should have been freshmen in college; and one was 19 years
old and should have been a sophomore in college. In the
eleventh grade, there was one student 15 years old who was
above the normal age grade level, nine who were 16 years old
and at their normal grade level, with 29 classified below
their normal grade level. Of the 29 students who were classi¬
fied below their normal grade level, 15 were 17 years old and
13
should have been in the twelfth grade; eleven were 18 years
old and should have been sophomores in college and one was 21
years old and should have been a senior in college. There
were 27 students in the twelfth grade. One of these students
was 16 years old and was above the normal grade level. Ten
students were classified at their normal grade level with 16
ranging below the normal grade level. Of the 16 who were be-»
low the normal grade level, 11 were 18 years old and should
have been freshmen in college; four were 19 years old and
should have been sophomores in college; and one was 22 years
old and should have graduated from college.
TABLE 3












Eight 8 42 a • 50
Nine 9 40 m m 49
Ten 7 25 • M 32
Eleven 9 29 1 39
Twelve 10 16 1 27
Total 43 152 2 197
14
In summary, of the 197 students in the sample only 43
were enrolled in their proper grades according to their ages;
152 were retarded in terms of grade placement and only two
were accelerated (see Table 3),
Educational and Economic Status
of the 307 Parents
The effort to establish the economic status of the 197
families represented in this study was undertaken in order to
analyze the reading interests and habits of the students in
relation to the economic conditions prevailing in their homes.
Questions were asked concerning the types of occupations in
which the parents were engaged, the approximate annual family
income, the ownership of homes and other items such as tele¬
vision, radio sets, and automobiles and the number of each
item owned. Answers to questions regarding the educational
status of the parents were sought for the same reason.
Occupations of the 307 Living
Parents
The following categories, selected from the detailed
classification of the 1960 Census of Population,^ were used to
classify the occupations of theparents: Professional, technical
^U. S. Bureau of the Census, Eighteenth Census of the
United States; 1960. Population Volume 12 (Washington, D.C.,
U. S. Government Printing Office, 1960), p. 22.
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and kindred workers; Clerical and kindred workers; Managers,
officials and proprietors; Operative and kindred workers;
Craftsmen, foremen and kindred workers; Government workers;
Service workers; Domestic workers; Laborers; Housewives. The
14 parents included in the category of Professional, technical
and kindred workers were five school teachers, three kinder¬
garten teachers, one minister, one obstetrician and four
nurses. In the category of Clerical and kindred workers was
one typist. In the category of Managers, officials, and pro¬
prietors, there were two grocery store operators. Two beauti¬
cians, three seamstresses, and 18 truck drivers made up the
category of Operative and kindred workers. The category of
Craftsmen, foremen and kindred workers included two brick-
masons, seven carpenters, two upholsterers, two engineers, 20
construction workers, one electrician, four plumbers, 12 me¬
chanics and two painters. There was one postman in the cate¬
gory of Government workers. The 54 Domestic workers included
30 cooks and 24 maids. In the category of Service workers,
there were three policemen, one welfare worker and four cafe
workers. There were 55 common laborers, two janitors, two
railroad porters and two longshoremen among the 61 who made
up the category of Laborers. There were 91 parents who made
up the category of Housewives (see Table 4).
16
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kindred workers 5 9 14
Clerical and kindred workers ■ • 1 1
Managers, officials and
proprietors 2 ■ ■ 2
Operative and kindred workers 18 5 23
Craftsmen, foremen and kindred
workers 52 ■ ■ 52
Government workers 1 • ■ 1
Service workers 3 5 8
Domestic workers 7 47 54
Laborers 57 4 61
Housewives » ■ 91 91
Total 145 162 307
Income
In order to obtain further data concerning the economic
status of the homes represented, the students were asked to
indicate the yearly income of their families. The findings
for these families were as follows t 40 families had incomes
which ranged from $2,000 to $2,499; 18 families had incomes
17
■wMch ranged from $2,500 to $2,999;
which, ranged from $3,000 to $3,499;
which ranged from $3,500 to $3,999;
which ranged from $4,000 to $4,499;
which ranged from $4,500 to $4,999;
which ranged from $5,000 to $5,999;
19 families had incomes
six families had incomes
five families had incomes
five families had incomes
two families had incomes
one family had an income
TABLE 5
YEARLY INCOME OE THE 197 FAMILIES
Income Range Ntimber of Families Percentage
Below $2,000 91 46
$2,000 - 2,499 40 20
$2,500 - 2,999 18 9.5
$3,000 - 3,499 19 10
$3,500 - 3,999 6 3
$4,000 - 4,499 5 2.5
$4,500 - 4,999 5 2.5
$5,000 - 5,999 2 1
$6,000 - 6,400 1 0.5
$6,500 - 7,000 * a a *




ranging from $6,000 to $6,400; the income of housewives came
under the $2,000 range; and 10 students did not know the
yearly income of their families. There were no families whose
incomes ranged from $7,000 or above (see Table 5).
Table 5 shows that 75.5 of the families in the sample
were below the national average income of $3,000.00, or that
the majority of the families of the students used in the study
were in the lower income bracket.
Ownership of Homes and Other Items
Another aspect of the economic status of the families
was established by asking the students if their parents owned
their homes, television and radio sets, and automobiles. If
they Were owners of these it^is, they were then asked how many
they owned of each.
There were 192 families who owned television sets; 171
TABLE 6
TELEVISION AND RADIO SETS, AUTOMOBILES AND
HOMES OWNED BY 197 FAMILIES
Items Owned
Owners Non-owners
Number Percentage Number Percentage
Television sets 192 98 5 2
Radio sets 171 87 26 13
Homes 138 74 59 26
Automobiles 122 62 75 58
19
families owned radio sets; 138 families owned tlieir own homes
and 122 families owned automobiles (see Table 6).
There were nine families who owned two television sets;
30 families owned two radio sets and two owned three sets
each; 20 families owned two automobiles and two families had
three automobiles (see Table 7).
TABLE 7














sets 188 9 ■ ■' 197
Radio sets 165 30 2 197
Automobiles 175 20 2 197
Education
There were 197 students in the sample who gave answers
to questions concerning the educational status of the 307 pa¬
rents who were living. It was found that 15 fathers and 10
mothers had received some elementary education; 18 fathers and
22 mothers had completed elementary school; 50 fathers and 57
mothers had received between one and three years of high
school training; 52 fathers and 47 mothers graduated from high
20
school; 12 fathers and eight mothers received between one and
three years of college training; eight fathers and eight moth¬
ers had graduated from college. None of the parents had done
any study beyond college (see Table 8). In general, the edu¬
cational status of the parents was concentrated at the high
school level.
TABLE 8
EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF THE 307 PARENTS
Level of Education Fathers Mothers Total Percentage
Some elementary education 15 10 25 8
Elementary school graduate 18 22 40 13
Total Elementary (33) (32) (65) (21)
Some high school 50 57 107 35
High school graduate 52 47 99 32
Total high school (102) (104) (206) (67)
Some college 12 8 20 7
College graduate 8 8 16 5
Total college (20) (16) (36) (12)
Total 155 152 307 100
CHAPTER III
READING INTERESTS AND HABITS OF THE SELECTED
GROUP OF STUDENTS IN RELATION TO PERSONAL
CHARACTERISTICS AND THE EDUCATIONAL AND
ECONOMIC STATUS OF THE HOMES REPRESENTED
An analysis of the responses obtained from the question¬
naire regarding the reading of newspapers, magazines, and
books is presented in this chapter. An attempt is also made
to relate these patterns of behavior to the socio-economic
and educational facts reported in Chapter II regarding the
students' homes and parental status.
General Reading Interests and Habits
of the Students
Newspapers
Information relating to newspapers of the selected group
of students who composed this study was acquired through an¬
swers to questions which pertained to whether or not news¬
papers were read; to what newspapers were bought by parents;
to what newspapers were read and enjoyed most; to what parts
of the newspaper were read and enjoyed most; and to the
sources used for obtaining newspapers.
21
22
Readers and non-dreaders of newspapers.--One hundred
eighty-one of the 197 students were newspaper readers. Seventy-
nine were boys and 102, were girls. Sixteen students, 10 boys
and six girls were non-readers. In the eighth grade, news¬
papers were read by 45 of the 50 students and among the 45
readers were 15 boys and 30 girls. The five non-readers were
three boys and two girls. In the ninth grade, -newspapers were
TABLE 9
READERS AND NON-READERS OF NEWSPAPERS











Eight 15 30 3 2 50
Nine 15 27 3 4 49
Ten 15 13 4 a m 32
Eleven 18 21 • 9 a a 39
Twelve 16 11 * a 27
Total 79 102 10 6 197
read by 42 of the 49 students; 15 boys and 27 girls. The
seven non-readers were three boys and four girls. In the
tenth grade, there were 28 newspaper readers, 15 boys and 13
girls, and the four non-readers of the newspaper were all boys.
All of the eleventh grade students, 18 boys and 21 girls.
23
indicated that they were readers of newspapers. The 27 twelfth
grade students, represented by 16 boys and 11 girls, were all
readers of newspapers also (see Table 9).
Buyers and non->buyers of newspapers .-“The availability
of reading materials in the home has been found to have a di¬
rect influence upon the reading interests of students. To
deteimine whether this was true with the selected group of
students, each was asked if his parents or family bought news¬
papers and to list those newspapers that came into the home
regularly. A total of 138 families bought newspapers and 59
families were non-buyers. Of the 50 eighth grade students,
32 stated that their families bought newspapers; 35 of the 49
ninth graders indicated that their parents were subscribers
TABLE 10
BUYERS AED NON-BUYERS OF NEWSPAPERS
Grades
Buyers Non-Buyers
TotalFamily Numbers Family Numbers
Eight 32 18 50
Nine 35 14 49
Ten 21 11 32
Eleven 30 9 39
Twelve 20 7 27
Total 138 59 197
24
of newspapers; 21 of the 32 tenth grade students said that
their parents had access to newspapers; 30 of the 39 eleventh
graders stated that they received newspapers regularly in
their homes; and 20 of the twelfth grade students indicated
that their families bought newspapers (see Table 10).
Newspapers bought by the 138 families.—Six newspapers
were listed by the students as those bought by their families:
The Daily Herald, the local newspaper; The Times “Picayune.
Jackson Dally News. Jackson Clarion-'Ledger, regional daily
papers; The Pittsburgh Courier, a weekly Negro newspaper; and
The Mobile Herald, a daily newspaper published in an adjacent
state.
Newspapers read and enjoyed by the 181 readers.—Six
TABLE 11
NEWSPAPERS READ AND ENJOYED MOST BY THE









The Daily Herald 50 65 115 63
The Times-Picayune 6 19 25 13
The Jackson Daily 6 4 10 6
The Jackson Clarion Ledger 5 5 10 6
The Pittsburgh Courier 5 5 10 6
Mobile Herald 5 5 10 6
Total 78 103 181 100
25
newspapers listed by the 181 newspaper readers as their fa¬
vorites were Ihe Daily Herald, the choice of 115 students in¬
cluding 65 girls and 50 boys; The Tlmes-Picayune, .the favor¬
ite of 25 students, six boys and 19 girls; ten each preferred
the following; The Jackson Daily News; six boys and four
girls; Jackson Glarion-Ledcrer; five boys and five girls; The
Pittsburgh Courier; five boys and five girls; and The Mobile
Herald; the choice of five boys and five girls (see Table 11),
Sections of the newspaper read and enjoyed most.—The
181 newspaper readers expressed their preferences for eight
specific sections or departments of the newspaper. These in¬
clude; (1) comic strips, (2) the sports pages, (3) advertise¬
ments, (4) current news, (5) front page news, (6) puzzles,
(7) the editorial pages, and (8) the obituary section. Rank¬
ing first among these sections were the comic strips, the
choice of 58 students; 21 eighth graders, 12 ninth grade stu¬
dents, seven tenth grade students, 12 eleventh grade students,
and sic twelfth grade students. The sports section ranked
second among the students' preferences. The 40 who enjoyed
this section of the newspaper included 10 eighth grade stu¬
dents, nine ninth grade students, six tenth grade students,
ten eleventh grade students and five twelfth grade students.
Advertisements occupied the third place and was the choice of
20 students; four eighth grade students, eight ninth grade
TABLE 12
SECTIONS OF THE NEWSPAPEES SEAT) MB ENJOYED MOST
Newspaper
Department
Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12
Total
Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls
Comic strips 6 15 4 8 1 6 5 7 2 4 58
Sports news 5 5 3 6 3 3 6 4 3 2 40
Advertisement s 1 3 2 6 1 2 2 1 1 1 20
Current news 1 1 3 2 1 2 2 2 1 2 17
Front page news 1 2 2 3 1 1 3 1 1 1 16
Puzzles 1 2 » • 1 3 1 1 1 3 13
Editorials « ■ 1 m » 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 9
Obituary section • u 1 1 1 * m 1 1 1 1 1 8
27
students, three tenth grade students, three eleyenth grade
students and two twelfth grade students. Ranking fourth was
current news which was checked by 17 students: two eighth
grade students, five ninth grade students, three tenth grade
students, four eleventh grade students and three twelfth
grade students, ikiong the 16 students who selected front page
news as their preferred section were three eighth grade stu¬
dents, five ninth grade students, two tenth grade students,
four eleventh grade students, and two twelfth grade students.
Students who preferred other sections of the newspaper were
13 who worked the puzzles, nine who read the editorials, and
eight students who listed the obituary section (see Table 12).
Books
In order to determine the extent to which books were
used by the group, each student was asked questions which re¬
lated to; (1) whether or not books other than school books
were read; (2) favorite types of stories; (3) the nimber of
books read within the previous year; and (4) sources for ob¬
taining books.
Readers and non-readers of books.--A total of 131 stu¬
dents, 62 boys and 69 girls composed the list of book readers.
These readers included 35 eighth grade students, 15 boys and
20 girls; 33 ninth grade students, 16 boys and 17 girls; 19
28
tenth grade students, 10 boys and nine girls; 25 eleventh grade
students, 12 boys and 13 girls; 19 twelfth grade students,
nine boys and 10 girls.
Sixty-six students did not read books. Among the non¬
readers were 15 eighth grade students, three boys and 12 girls;
16 ninth grade students, two boys and 14 girls; 13 tenth grade
students, four boys and nine girls; 14 eleventh grade students,
nine boys and five girls; eight twelfth grade students, two
boys and six girls (see Table 13).
TABLE 13













Eight 13 20 3 12 50
Nine 16 17 2 14 49
Ten 10 9 4 9 32
Eleven 12 13 9 5 39
Twelve 9 10 2 6 27
Total 62 69 20 46 197
Favorite types of stories.--Established as favorite
types of stories of the 131 readers of books were the followingt
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(1) adventure stories, (2) love and romance, (3) career
stories, (4) sports stories, (5) mystery and detective stories,
(6) science fiction, (7) biography, and (8) Bible stories.
The most popular type of stories with this group of stu¬
dents was the adventure story which was the favorite of 13
eighth grade students, eight boys and five girls; twelve ninth
grade students, seven boys and five girls; five tenth grade
students, three boys and two girls; seven eleventh grade stu¬
dents, four boys and three girls; and three boys in the
twelfth grade.
Love and romance ranked second and were the preferences
of six eighth grade students, two boys and four girls; five
ninth grade students, two boys and three girls; four tenth
grade students, one boy and three girls; four eleventh grade
students, two boys and two girls; two twelfth grade students,
one boy and one girl.
Ranking third with the students were career stories
which were the favorite types listed by three eighth grade
students, one boy and two girls; three ninth grade students,
one boy and two girls; two tenth grade students, one boy and
one girl; four eleventh grade students, two boys and two girls;
and three twelfth grade students, one boy and two girls.
Sports stories ranked fourth and were the preferences of
four eighth grade students, three boys and one girl; three
TABLE 14
FAVORITE TYPES OF STORIES OF THE 131 READERS OF BOOIiS
Types of Stories
Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12
Total
Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls
Adventure stories 8 5 7 5 3 2 4 3 3 a a 40
Love and romance 2 4 2 3 1 3 2 2 1 1 21
Career stories 1 2 1 2 1 1 2 2 1 2 15
Sports stories 3 1 2 1 1 a a 2 2 1 a a 13
Mystery and detective
stories 1 * « 5 » -m 1 1 1 1 1 1 12
Science fiction 2 » « 3 1 3 1 2 a a a a a a 12
Biograpliy 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 11
Bible stories 1 1 • a 1 a a 1 1 1 a a 1 7
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ninth, grade students, two boys and one girl; one boy in the
tenth grade preferred sports stories; four eleventh grade stu¬
dents, two boys and two girls; and one boy in the twelfth
grade,
Selected also as favorite types were mystery and detec¬
tive stories, the choice of twelve students; biography, the
choice of eleven students, and Bible stories, the choice of
seven students (see Table 14).
Books read by the 131 readers.—^The titles of 73 differ¬
ent books were mentioned by the 131 readers as those read by
them during the 1963-64 school year (see Appendix B).
Magazines
The students' habits in regard to magazine reading were
established through analyzing replies to questions which re¬
lated to whether or not magazines were read, what magazines
were bought by their parents and what magazines were read and
enjoyed most.
Readers and non-readers of magazines.—There were 190
students who read magazines and seven who did not. These
readers consisted of 43 eighth grade students, 14 boys and 29
girls; 49 ninth grade students, 18 boys and 31 girls; 32 tenth
grade students, 13 boys and 19 girls; 39 eleventh grade stu¬
dents, 21 boys and 18 girls; and 27 twelfth grade students.
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11 boys and 16 girls. Four boys and three girls, all in the
eighth grade, stated that they did not read magazines (see
Table 15).
TABLE 15











Eight 14 29 4 3 50
Nine 18 31 • » • ■ 49
Ten 13 19 » ■ ■ ■ 32
Eleven 21 18 • ■ ■ ■ 39
Twelve 11 16 « * ■ « 27
Total 77 113 4 3 197
Buyers and non-buyers of magazines.--Of the 197 students
which were represented in this study, 136 came from families
who bought magazines; 30 students in the eighth grade; 27 stu¬
dents in the ninth grade; 24 students in the tenth grade; 28
students in the eleyenth grade; and 27 students in the twelfth
grade.
Among the 61 students whose parents were non-buyers of
magazines were 20 eighth grade students, 22 ninth grade stu¬
dents, eight tenth grade students, and 11 eleyenth grade
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students (see Ta±)le 16).
mBLE 16




Eight 30 20 50
Nine 27 22 49
Ten 24 8 32
Eleven 28 11 39
Twelve 27 a a 27
Total 136 61 197
The titles of 17 magazines were listed as those bought
by the parents. Nine of these were adult types and consisted
of the following; Life. Ebony. True Romance. McCall^s. Good
Housekeeping. Look. Saturday Evening Post. Seventeen, and
Time. The Children's Digest and seven comic magazines.
Splderman. Donald Duck. Mickey Mouse, Archie. Dick Tracy,
Nancy and Supeiman, completed the list of magazines purchased
by the families.
Favorite magazines of the 190. magazine readers.--Each of
the magazine readers was given an opportunity to name his fa¬
vorite magazine or magazines. The following magazines were
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mentioned by the readers; True Romance, Life, Ebony, McCall*s.
Good Housekeeping-. Look, Saturday Evening Post, Seventeen,
and Family Circle; and such comic magazines as Archie, Nancy,
Mickey Mouse, Buffalo Bill, Dick Tracy and Superman.
Comic magazines were the most popular t3rpes among these
students and were the favorites of 16 eighth graders, 14 ninth
grade students, five tenth grade students, eight eleventh
grade students, and six twelfth grade students, making a total
of 49 who expressed their preferences for comic magazines.
Life, the pictorial magazine, was the favorite of 28
students of which there were nine eighth grade students, four
ninth grade students, six tenth grade students, five eleventh
grade students, and four twelfth grade students.
Choosing True Romance as their favorite magazine were
35 students; nine eighth grade students, 15 ninth grade stu¬
dents, three tenth grade students, five eleventh grade stu¬
dents, and three twelfth grade students.
Ebony was the favorite magazine of 24 students; four
eighth grade students, four ninth grade students, four tenth
grade students, eight eleventh grade students, and four twelfth
grade students.
Sixteen students chose McCall *'s magazine; three eighth
grade students, two ninth grade students, four tenth grade
students, four eleventh grade students, and three twelfth grade
35
students.
Magazines mentioned by fewer than 13 students were Good
Housekeeping, the choice of 12 students; Look, the choice of
11 students; Saturday Eyening Post, the choice of nine stu¬
dents; Seyenteen, the choice of eight students; and Family
Circle, the choice of six students.
Reading Interests of the Students According
to the Educational Status of their Parents
The reading interests of children usually depend upon
the educational status of their parents. The child who is
reared in a home where only good literature is read and dis¬
cussed is fortunate, but the child who sees no reading ma¬
terials in the home, and whose parents haye neyer realized
the importance of reading, is under a severe handicap.^
In order to determine whether or not parents' education¬
al status had any influence upon the reading pattern of this
group of students, an analysis of the student's reading in¬
terests was made in terms of the number of those who were
readers of newspapers, books, and magazines and the education¬
al backgrounds of their parents. The educational status of
the non-readers' parents was presented also to see if the non¬
readers came from homes where the parents' educational status
^Lewis M, Terman and Margaret Lima, Children's Reading




The formal education of the 307 parents of the 181 news¬
paper readers ranged from the elementary school level to col¬
lege graduates. Sixty-five or 22 per cent of the readers'
parents had an elementary school education; 190 or 65.5 per
cent of the parents had received a high school education; and
36 or 12.5 per cent of the 307 parents had received a college
education. None of the non-readers' parents had gone beyond
the elementary school whereas 78 per cent of the readers' pa¬
rents had either a high school or college education (see
Table 17).
Tfl3LE 17
EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF THE PARENTS OF READERS
AND NON-READERS OF NEWSPAPERS
Educational Readers' Parents Non-readers' Parents
Status Number Percentage Number Percentage
Elementary
school 65 22 16 100
High school 190 65.5 M 9 m m
College 36 12.5 ■r m m- ■
Total 291 100 16 100
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An elementary school education represented the educa¬
tional background of the 35 or 27 per cent of the 131 parents
who were readers of books. Eighty-seven or 66 per cent of
the parents had attended or finished high school and nine pa¬
rents representing seven per cent, had attended or graduated
from college.
Of the 66 parents of the 33 non-readers of books 15, or
23 per cent, had an elementary school education and 43, or
65 per cent had either attended or graduated from high school.
Eight or 12 per cent of the non-readers' parents had gone be¬
yond high school (see Table 18).
TABLE 18
EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF THE PAEENTS OF THE
READERS AND NON-READERS OF BOOKS
Educational
Status
Readers' Parents Non-readers' F&rents
Number Percentage Number Percentage
Elementary school 35 27 15 23
High school 87 66 43 65
College 9 7 8 12
Total .131 100 66 100
Magazines
An elementary school education represented the educa¬
tional status of 43, or 22 per cent, of the 190 parents of the
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95 magazine readers; a high school education was received by
120, or 63 per cent, of the parents; 27, or 15 per cent of
the readers' parents had either attended or graduated from
college.
The seven non-readers of magazines were from homes where
the fathers and mothers had only an elementary school educa¬
tion. None of the parents of the non-readers had gone beyond
the elementary school, whereas 78 per cent of the readers' pa¬
rents had either a high school or college education (see
Table 19).
TABLE 19
EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF THE PARENTS OF THE READERS




Number Percentage Number Percentage
Elementary school 43 22 7 100
High school 120 63 ■ • -* m
College 27 15 ■- » » «
Total 190 100 7 100
Reading Interests of the Students According
to the Economic Status of Parents
The economic status of the parents of the students was
based primarily upon data supplied regarding the ownership of
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homes, automobiles, teleyision sets and radio sets. It is
from this standpoint that the economic status of parents of
readers of newspapers, books, and magazines has been present¬
ed, in order to point out differences in the students read¬
ing interests according to the economic conditions of the
homes.
Newspaper Readers and Non-readers
Among the 181 newspaper readers were 120 automobile
owners, 179 owners of television sets, 181 owners of radio
sets and 125 home owners; 61 parents were non-owners of auto¬
mobiles, two readers' parents did not own television sets,
and 56 parents were non-owners of homes. All owned radio sets
(see Table 20).
TABLE 20
OWEESHIP OF AUTOMOBILES, TELEVISION SETS, RADIOS,
AND HOMS m PARENTS OF THE 181 NEWSPAPER READERS
Items
Owners Non-owners
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent
Automobiles 120 66 61 34
Television sets 179 99 2 1
Radio sets 181 100 ■ ft • ft
Homes 125 69 56 31
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Non-readers of newspapers included ten students whose
parents were owners of automobiles and six who were not; 15
students whose parents were owners of teleyision sets and one
student whose parents did not own a television set; eight stu¬
dents' parents were home owners and eight students parents
were non-owners of homes. All 16 owned radios (see Table 21).
TABLE 21
OWNEESHIP OF AUTOMOBILES, TELEVISION SETS,
RADIOS, AND HOMES BY PARENTS OF THE
16 NON-READERS OF NEWSPAPERS
Items
Owners Non-owners
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent
Automobiles 10 63.5 6 37.5
Television sets 15 94 1 6
Radios 16 100 « • m. •
Homes 8 50 8 50
Book Readers and Non-readers
Parents of the 131 readers of books consisted of 125 who
owned automobiles and six non-owners; 130 television owners
and three non-owners; all of the 133 readers owned radio sets;
80 owned their own homes and 51 did not own their homes (see
Table 22).
Composing the list of parents of the 66 non-readers of
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TilBLE 22
OWNERSHIP OF AUTOMOBILES, TELEVISION SETS




Number Per Cent Number Per Cent
Automobiles 125 95 6 5
Television sets 130 98 3 2
Radios 121 100 M • ■ a
Homes 80 61 51 39
booJcs were 60 owners of automobiles and six non-owners. All
of the 66 parents owned telerision sets and radios. Thirty-
seyen were home owners and 29 were non-owners (see Table 23).
TABLE 23
OWNERSHIP OF AUTOMOBILES, TELEVISION SETS,




Number Per Cent Number Per Cent
Automobiles 60 91 6 9
Television sets 66 100 m M' a a
Radios 66 100 a a a a
Homes 37 56 29 44
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Magazine Readers and Non-readers
Included among the parents of the 190 magazine readers
■were 150 automobile o-wners and 40 non-o-vmers. One hundred
owned homes while 90 did not (see Table 24),
TABLE 24
OWNERSHIP OF AUTOMOBILES, TELEVISION SETS,




Number Per Gent Number Per Cent
Automobiles 150 79 40 21
Television sets 190 100 ■ m ft ft
Radios 190 100 » ■ ft ft
Homes 100 53 90 47
Items o'wned by parents of non-magazine readers .--Pa-
rents of the seren non-readers of magazines consisted of the
followings four automobile o-wners, and three non-o-wners.
All seven were o'vmers of television and radio sets. There




OWNERSHIP OF AUTOMOBILES, TELEVISION SETS,




Number Per Cent Number Per Cent
Automobiles 4 57 3 43
Television sets 7 100 • ■ • ■
Radios 7 100 a a a a
Homes 3 43 4 57
Reading- Interests of the Students
Aocordlng to Sex and Age
Inyestigations of children^’s reading interests have re¬
vealed that individual reading patterns vary according to the
sex and age of the child. Considerable data have been col¬
lected identifying play preferences, leisure time pursuits,
reading and vocational interests and predominant interests in
animals and pets, in make believe, in play; the interest of
the nine and ten-year olds in. sports and adventure, mystery,
and magic; the young adolescent's interests in biography, vo¬
cational choices and romance, are all indicative of the pre¬
dominant interest pattern of children and youth.^
^Florence D. Cleary, Blueprints for Better Reading (New
Yorki H. ¥. Wilson Company, 1957), p, 32.
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Th-is part of the study concerns itself with age and sex
differences in the student^'s reading of newspapers, boohs,
and magazines.
Newspapers
As shown in Table 11, indications of newspaper reading
in each grade level represented in the study at the North
Gulfport High School shows that the reading of newspapers was
more prominent among girls than boys.
Among the 58 students who selected the comic strips as
one of their favorite parts of the newspaper were 23 boys and
35 girls. Thirty-three of these 58 students represented the
13 to 16 age level, while the remaining 25 students ranged
from 16 to 22 years in age.
Interests in sports, advertisements, current news,
front page news, puzzles, editorial and obituary sections
were prevalent among all of the students in the 13 to 22
years of age category.
Sports news was the favorite of 20 boys and 20 girls,
ages 13 through 19 years. Current news was the favorite of
eight boys and nine girls of all ages, front page news was
the choice of eight boys and eight girls, with ages ranging
from 14 to 19 years. Front page news claimed the interests of
16 students, eight boys and eight girls whose ages fell between
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15 and 22 years. The editorial section was read by nine stu¬
dents, three boys and six girls, whose ages ranged from 16 to
18 years. Three boys and five girls mentioned that they con¬
sulted the obituary section of the daily newspaper.
Books
Of the 131 students who engaged in the reading of books,
62 were boys and 69 were girls. The 13 to 15 year old stu¬
dents preferred adventure, love and romance, and mystery and
detective stories, while the 16 to 22 year old students indi¬
cated that they preferred career stories, science fiction,
biography, Bible stories and books about love, romance, and
dating.
Adventure stories were the favorites of 25 boys and 15
girls; love and romance, the choice of 13 girls and eight
boys; sports stories, the favorite of nine boys and four girls;
mystery and detective stories, the favorite of nine boys and
science fiction, the favorite of ten boys and two girls; and
Bible stories, the choice of two boys and five girls.
Magazines
Girls ranked first as magazine readers. At all grade
levels of the North Gulfport High School,, comic magazines and
Life were among the student's selections of magazines read
and enjoyed most. Included among the comic magazine readers
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were 24 boys and 25 girls, and readers of Life consisted of
13 boys and 15 girls. True Romance was read by all ages re¬
presented, 13 to 22 years. The 35 readers of True Romance
included 27 girls and eight boys. McCall^s, Good Housekeeping,
and Seventeen were the choices mostly of girls whose ages
ranged from 14 to 19 years. The 16 readers of McCall's, were
10 girls and six boys; Good Housekeeping was the favorite
magazine of eight girls and four boys; and eight students
chose Seventeen, five girls and three boys. Family Circle
was preferred by four girls and two boys, whose ages ranged
from 15 to 18 years. Look and the Saturday Evening- Post were
the choices of 20 students; the readers of Look were five
boys and six girls, whose ages ranged from 14 to 18 years;
the Saturday Evening Post was the choice of nine students,
five girls and four boys whose ages ranged from 16 to 21 years.
Ma.ior Sources Used to Obtain
Reading Materials
Newspapers
Parents' subscriptions, friends, newsstands and ten
cent stores were sources from which newspapers were obtained
by the 181 readers. Nine of the 181 readers stated that their
parents bought newspapers from book stores; one student stated
that his parents bought newspapers from drug stores; 22 stu¬
dents obtained their newspapers from friends and neighbors;
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20 from newsstands; 100 from school, piiblic, and community
libraries; and 29 from subscriptions.
Books
I
The five sources for obtaining books were book stores,
drug stores, friends, public school and community libraries,
«
and the five and ten cent stores which were listed by the 131
readers of books. Book stores constituted the book sources
for seven students; friends were the sources for ten students;
the school library was the source used by 81 students; the
public and community libraries were listed by 27 students,
and the five and ten cent stores, the source used by six stu¬
dents .
Magaisines
The 190 magazine readers indicated that magazines were
made available to them by drug stores, friends, newsstands,
school, public, and community libraries, subscriptions and
the five and ten cent stores. There were 18 students who in¬
dicated drug stores as a source for these printed media; 43
students mentioned friends among their sources; 30 said that
their parents secured magazines from newsstands; 63 said their
sources for obtaining magazines were the public, school, and
community libraries; 17 secured their magazines from the ten
cent stores; 19 students indicated that their parents subscribed
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to magazsines (see Table 26).
TABLE 26




Book stores 9 7 u. m
Drug stores 1 « k 18
Friends 22 10 43
Newsstands 20 k ■ 30
School library 100 81 20
Public and community
library ■ ■ 27 43
Subscriptions 29 k ■ 19
Five and ten cent
stores » s 6 17
Purposes for Reading
The students' responses relative to questions concern¬
ing their reasons for reading revealed that they read for (1)
pleasure or recreation, (2) class assignments, (3) general in¬
formation, and (4) improvement of their reading habits.
Reading for pleasure or recreation, given by 85 students,
ranked first among the students' reading purposes. The 85 who
read for this purpose consisted of 26 eighth grade students.
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20 ninth grade students, 15 tenth grade students, 14 eleventh
grade students, and ten twelfth grade students.
Reading for class assignments, indicated by 47 students,
ranked second among the student's reading purposes: eight
eighth grade students, nine ninth grade students, ten tenth
grade students, ten eleventh grade students, and ten twelfth
grade students.
TABLE 27
PURPOSES FOR READING ACCORDING TO
GRADE LEVELS
(3 r a d e s
Purposes for
Reading












tion 26 20 15 14 10 85
Class Assignments 8 9 10 10 10 47
Improvement in
reading 10 11 4 5 5 35
General informa¬
tion 6 9 3 10 2 30
Reading for improvement was indicated by 35 students as
their purpose for reading. The 35 students who read for this
purpose consisted of ten eighth grade students, II ninth grade
students, four tenth grade students, five eleventh grade
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students, and five twelfth grade students.
Thirty students read for general information. These
students represented six eighth graders, nine ninth grade stu¬
dents, three tenth grade students, ten eleventh grade students,
and two twelfth grade students (see Table 27).
CHAPTER IV
SIBdMARY
An investigation of the reading interests of a selected
group of junior and senior high school students was under¬
taken at the North Gulfport High School during the 1963-64
school year. This study was undertaken for the purpose of
finding out what a selected group of students of the North
Gulfport High School read; what types of reading materials
were preferred; what their reading interests were according
to sex, age, and parents' educational and economic status;
where they obtained their reading materials, and what they
read.
A broadly representative group of 351 j-unior and senior
high school students was contacted by the counselor and of
these 351 students, 197 expressed sufficient interest to fol¬
low through by completing a questionnaire. These students re¬
presented a cross section of the 351 students as relates to
chronological age, grade distribution, sex and achievement.
A total of 197 students, 81 boys and 116 girls, whose
ages ranged from 13 to 22 years and whose grade levels ranged
from the eighth through the twelfth grades, composed the
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sample for the inYestigation.
The educational background of the students' parents were
found to be medium since 65 per cent of the parents represent¬
ed in this study had received a high school education and 12
per cent of them had college training. The economic status
of the parents was relatively low, indicating that the major¬
ity of the male parents were craftsmen, laborers, operative
and kindred workers and the majority of the female parents
were housewives and domestic workers. Twenty per cent of the
families fell in the low annual income range of $2,000 to
$2,499; 46 per cent fell below the $2,000 annual income figure
while only five per cent of the families fell in the $6,000 to
$6,400 category.
The material possessions of these families were not af¬
fected by their low income, however, for-there were more o-wners
of television sets, radios, automobiles, and homes than non-
o-wners of these items. Television sets were o-wned by 192 of
the 197 families with 30 families o-wning two sets each and
two families owning three sets each. One h-undred and thirty-
eight of the 197 families were o-wners of their own homes and
122 of the 197 families were owners of automobiles, with 20
families owning two and two families owning three automobiles.
53
Reading- Interests of the Students
Questions which, sought information concerning the stu¬
dent '"s reading of newspapers revealed that 181 of the 197 stu¬
dents in the sample were newspaper readers; 16 students were
non-readers. The 181 consisted of 79 boys and 102 girls; the
non-readers were ten boys and six girls. The availability of
newspapers in the homes of these students was found to have a
direct influence upon their reading, for 138 of the 181 news¬
paper readers stated that their parents were buyers of news¬
papers and 59 indicated that their parents were non-buyers of
newspapers. A Negro newspaper, the Pittsburgh Courier, one
daily newspaper, the Daily Herald, the Tlmes-Plca-yune, Jack-
son Dally News, Jackson Clarion-Ledger, three regional news¬
papers, made up the list of newspapers purchased by the 181
families represented in this study.
A tabulation of the student^s answers to the question
concerning the names of newspapers read and enjoyed most gave
further proof that the students read those materials that were
accessible to them, for the 181 newspaper readers listed all
six of the previously mentioned newspapers as ones read and
enjoyed most. The Daily Herald, a local newspaper, ranked
first among the student's reading of newspapers; 63 per cent
of the readers preferred this newspaper. Thirteen per cent
preferred reading the Times-Picayune, a regional daily paper.
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Three regional newspapers, the Jackson Daily News, the Jack-
son Clarion-Ledger, the Mobile Herald, and a Negro newspaper,
the Pittsburgh Courier were the preferences of six per cent of
the readers.
Information relative to sections of the newspapers read
and enjoyed most by the students showed that comic strips con¬
stituted the greater portion of the student's newspaper read¬
ing. Interest in the sports news, advertisements, current and
front page news, puzzles, editorial and obituary sections also
were found among the 181 readers. Significant among the find¬
ings regarding the student's preferences for newspaper sec¬
tions was the fact that only 17 of the 181 readers actually
read the current news and only nine read the editorial section;
whereas 40 of them read the sports section and 58 read the
comic strips.
The fact that high school students read books other than
their textbooks was substantiated by the findings of this study
which showed that books were read by 131 of the 197 selected
students. Among the 131 readers there were 62 boys and 69
girls; 66 students, 20 boys and 46 girls did not read books.
Attracting more readers among these high school students
were the following t3rpes of stories for which 131 readers ex¬
pressed their preferences: adventure stories, love and romance,
career stories, sports stories, mystery and detective stories.
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science fiction, biography and Bible stories. Adventure
stories, ranking first with these readers, were preferred by
students in the eighth through the twelfth grades and love and
romance ranked second.
By asking the students to give authors and titles of
books which they had read during the 1963-64 school year, fur¬
ther information concerning their reading of books was obtain¬
ed. The 131 book readers listed the titles of 75 different
books which they had read. Included among these books were
such familiar titles as Little Women, A Tale of Two Cities,
Going on Sixteen. Seventeenth Summer, Robinson Crusoe. Going
Steady, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, Huckleberry Finn, Jane
Eyre, and Ann Frank; The Diary of a Young Girl.
Magazines, the most popular type of reading with this
group of high school students, were read by 190 students, 77
boys and 113 girls; seven students, four boys and three girls,
were non-readers of magazines. Availability of magazines in
the homes influenced the reading interests of 190 magazine
readers who indicated that their parents bought magazines.
While the non-presence of magazines in the homes of seven stu¬
dents did not affect their reading of magazines, it did, how¬
ever, affect the reading interests of the 61 non-readers who
admitted that their parents were not buyers of magazines.
With the exception of one magazine for children and
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Spiderman, Donald Duck, Mickey Mouse, Archie, Dick Tracy,
Nancy, and Superman, adult magazines made up the greater por¬
tion of the types of magazines purchased.
Comic magazines, read and enjoyed by 190 of the 197 stu¬
dents, rated first among the student^s selections of preferred
magazines, and Life, chosen by 28 students was the second most
popular magazine of the readers.
Eyidences of differences in the reading patterns of the
sample according to parents'" educational status were among
the findings of this study which revealed that the largest per
cent of the readers of newspapers, books, and magazines were
students whose parents had either a high school or college
education, while the largest per cent of the non-readers' pa¬
rents had not gone beyond the elementary school level.
Of the 307 parents of the 181 newspaper readers, 22 per
cent of them had attended or completed only elementary school,
65 per cent of the readers' parents had received a high school
education, and only 12 per cent had received a college educa¬
tion. An elementary school education represented the educa¬
tional status of 16 parents of the non-readers.
The largest number of book readers were students whose
parents had received either an elementary or high school edu¬
cation. Twenty per cent of the 131 parents who read books had
received an elementary education, while 80 per cent of the
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parents had either attended or graduated from high school or
college. Twenty-three per cent of the non-readers' parents
had received an elementary education, 65 per cent had attended
or graduated from high school and only 12 per cent had attend¬
ed or graduated from college.
More indications of magazine reading were found among
the students whose parents' educational backgrounds were on a
high school or college level. Twenty-two per cent of the
readers' parents had received an elementary school education,
63 per cent had received a high school education, and 15 per
cent had either attended college or held college degrees. The
seven non-readers of magazines were from homes whose parents
had received an elementary education.
Newspapers were foiind to be read by students whose pa¬
rents were owners of such items as television sets, radios,
automobiles and homes. Of the 181 newspaper readers, 120 of
them were students whose parents owned automobiles; 179 of
them were children of parents who owned television sets; 181
of the readers' parents owned radios and 125 of the readers'
parents were owners of their own homes.
Television and radio sets, automobiles and homes were
owned by most of the parents of the non-readers; these con¬
sisted of 10 automobile owners and six non-owners; 15 tele¬
vision owners and one non-owner; 16 radio owners and eight
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ovmers of homes^ and eight non-owners.
Items owned by parents of the 66 non-readers of books
included automobiles, owned by 60 parents; television and
radio sets, owned by all of the parents of the 66 non-readers;
and homes owned by 37 of the non-readers of books. Six of the
non-readers' parents were owners of automobiles and 29 were
non-owners of homes.
Among the parents of the 190 magazine readers, there
were more owners of automobiles, television and radio sets,
and homes than non-owners of these items. Automobiles were
the possessions of 150 of the 190 readers' parents; televisions
and radios were owned by all of the readers' parents; 40
readers' parents were non-owners of automobiles, and 90 were
non-owners of homes.
Ownership of these items was found among the seven non¬
readers' parents also. Parents of these seven non-readers of
magazines consisted of four automobile owners and three non-
owners; seven owners of television and radio sets, and three
owners and four non-owners of homes.
Similar to the findings of other reading interest studies,
some age and sex differences were prevalent among the students'
habits in regard to reading of newspapers, books and magazines.
However, age differences in reading were more predominant among
this group in some instances than sex differences, for more
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variations in the student's reading pattern were fo^lnd accord-^
ing to the age levels rather than sex differences.
There was less interest shown in books than in news¬
papers and magazines. More readers of books were found among
the girls than among the boy^s of the North Gulfport High
School.
The number and types of purposes for which individuals
read are almost unlimited. Children and young adults have so
many things that they want, and need to know. They want to
know what the good radio and television programs and movies
are, and what makes them good; how to apply for a position and
how to behave in an interview; what makes wars and how they
can be prevented; how they can be more popular among their
friends; how they can get along better at home. They want to
know about labor, prices, employment, and'new scientific ad¬
vances. They want to know what attitudes they should assume
toward sex, courtship, and marriage. Many would like to know
how they can help to secure more and better schools and libra-
1
ries for all children and youth.
In this study, the students' purposes for reading center¬
ed around four similar reasons: namely, for pleasure or
^John J. DeBoer and Martha Dallmann, The Teaching of
Reading (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc., 1960),
p. 35.
60
recreation, class assignments, improvement of themselves, and
for general information. Reading for pleasure or recreation
were listed among the reading purposes of 85 students who re¬
presented all age and grade levels of the selected group of
students at North Gulfport High School; 47 students, represent¬
ing grades eight through twelve, read for class assignments;
35 students, representing grades eight through twelve, indi¬
cated that they read to improve reading skill and 30 in grades
eight through twelve read for general information.
APPENDIX A
QUESTIONNAIRE
Part II For Students
1. Age Grade Sex: Male Female
Reading Interests
2. Do you read newspapers? Yes No
3. What newspaper or newspapers do your parents buy?4.What newspaper do you enjoy reading most?
5. What part or parts of the newspaper do you enjoy reading
most?










7. Do you read books other than your school books?
Yes No
8. What is your favorite type of story?








11. Do you read magazines? Yes No















Part III For Parents
1. How many grades of school did you finish?
Mother: 1_ 2__ 3_ 4_ 5__ 6 7____ 8__
Father: 1_ 2__ 3__ 4__ 5__ 6 7___ 8__
2. How many years of high school have you had?
Mother: 1 2__ 3__ 4_
Father: 1__ 2__ 3__ 4_
3. How many years of study beyond high school have you had?
Mother: 1 2 3 4 5 6
Father: 1_ 2__ 3__ 4_ 5_ 6
4. Do you have a college degree?
Mother; Yes No
Father; Yes No
5* How many years of study beyond college have you had?
Mother: 1_ 2_ 3__ 4__ 5_ 6
Father: 1_ 2__ 3 4__ 5__ 6




7. Do you have a television in the home? Yes No
How many?
8. Do you have a radio in the home? Yes No How Many?_
9. Do you own an automobile? Yes No How many?
10. Do you own your own home? Yes No
11. What is the yearly income of the family?
$2000 - 2499 $4500 - 4999
2500 - 2999 5000 - 5499,^
3000 - 3499 5500 - 5999
3500 - 3999 6000 - 6499
4000 - 4499 6500 - 6000
Over 7000
APPENDIX B
TITLES OF BOOKS READ BY THE 131
READERS OF BOOKS
Alcott, L. M. Eight Cousins^ World Publishing Co., 1947.
Alcott, L. M. Little Women. Grosset, 1948.
Aldrich, B. S. A Lantern in Her Hand. Grossett, 1950.
Anderson, M. My Lord. What a Morning. Viking, 1956.
Armstrong, D, W. Questions Boys Ask. Dutton, 1955.
Baker, R. The First Woman Doctor; The Story of Elizabeth
Black-well. Messner, 1960.
Bailard, V. Ways to Improve Your Personality. McGraw, 1951.
Banm, L. F. The Wizard of Oz. Grosset, 1956.
Bell, M. E. Love is Forever. Morrow, 1954.
Bell, M. E. Watch for a Tall White Sail. Morrow, 1948.
Benary-Isbert, M. Blue Mystery. Harcourt, 1957.
Blanton, C. Hold Fast to Your Dreams. Messner, 1954.
Bowie, W. P. The Bible Story for Boys and Girls. (The New
and Old Testament.) Abingdon, 1952.
Boylston, H. Sue Barton. Student Nurse. Little, 1936.
Boylston, H. Sue Barton, Senior Nurse. Little, 1939.
Bonner, M. G. Dugout Mystery. Knopf, 1953.
Bunyon, P. Pilgrims Progress. Lippincott, 1939.
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Campanella, R. It*'s Good to be Alive. Little, 1959.
Canfield, D. Understood Betsy. Holt, 1946.
Carroll, L. Alice's Adventure in Wonderland and Through the
Lookincf Glass. Dutton, 1950.
Cavanna, B. Going on Sixteen. Westminster Press, 1946.
Clemens, S. L. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. Dutton,
1950.
Clemens, S. L. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. Dodd, 1950.
Coombs, Charles. Mystery of Satellite 7. Westminster Press,
1956.
Crane, F. Gypsy Secret. Random, 1957.
Crawford, J. Teens.. .How to Meet Your Problems. Whiteside,
1951.
Daly, M. Seventeenth Summer. Dodd, 1942.
Davis, M. Sex and the Adolescent. Dial Press, 1958.
Defoe, D. Robinson Crusoe. Scribner, 1950.
Doyle, A. C. Adventures of Sherlock Holmes. Harper, 1950.
Du Jardin, R. Class Ring. Lippincott, 1940.
Du Jardin, R. Practically Seventeen. Lippincott, 1949.
Emery A, First Love, True Love. Westminster Press, 1956.
Emery, A. Going Steady. Westminster Press, 1950.
Fedder, R. A Girl Grows Up. McGraw, 1957,
Gibson, A. I Always Wanted to Be Somebody. Harper, 1958.
Graham, S. Dr. George Washington Carver. Scientist. Messner,
1954.
Grimm, J. Fairy Tales. World Publishing Company, 1947.
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Gunther, J. Death Be Not Proud. Harper, 1949.
Gwynne, J. H. Ealnbov Book of Bible Stories. World Pxiblish-
ing Company, 1956.
Hawthorne, N» The House of Seyen Gables. Houghton, 1950.
Haycraftr G* Boyd's Book of Great Detective Stories. Harper,
1938.
Hugo, V. The Hunchback of Notre Dame. Dodd, 1947.
Hurlbut, L. Bible Stories Everyone Should Know. Grosset,
1958.
Irving, W. Kip Van Winkle, and the Legend of Sleepy Hollow.
- Macmillan, 1956.
Jackson, J. Joyce Jackson^s Guide to Dating. Prentice-Hall,
1957.
Kennedy, J. F. Profiles in Courage. Weiss, 1961.
Kipling, R. Captain Courageous. Doubleday, 1950-
Kipling, R. The Light That Failed. Doubleday, 1936.
Kitson, H. D. I Find Mv Vocation. McGraw, 1954.
Knight, E. Lassie Come Home. Winston, 1940.
Landis, P. H. Your Dating Days. McGraw, 1954,
Lee, H. To Kill A. Mockingbird. Lippincott, 1960.
Lingfelter, M. R. Vocations for Girls. Harcourt, 1951.
London, J. Call of the Wild. Macmillan, 1946.
Means, F. C. Great Day in the Morning. Houghton, 1946.
Means, F. C. Knock at the Door, Emmy. Houghton, 1956.
McKown, H. C. A Boy Grows Up. McGraw, 1957,
Newell, H. A Cap for Mary Ellis. Harper, 1953.
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Pinkerton, K. Year of Enchantment. Harcourt, 1957.
Rombauer, I. S, Cookbook for Boys and Girls. Bobbs, Merrill,
1956.
Shapiro, M. J. Jackie Robinson of the Brooklyn Dodgers.
Messner, 1957.
Shultz, G. D. It*'s Time You Knew. Lippincott, 1955.
Stevenson, R. L. Kidnapped. Scribner, 1950.
Sterling, D. Cub Scout Mystery. Garden City, 1952.
Stolz, M. And Love Replied. Harper, 1959.
Stolz, M. Pray Love Remember. Harper, 1953.
Stowe, A. Love Will Come. Random, 1959.
Strain, F, B. Love at the Threshold; a Book on Social Dating.
Appleton, 1952.
Swift, H. H. Railroad to Freedom. Harcourt, 1960.
Tunis, J. R. Go, Team, Go I Morrow, 1954.
Wells, H. G. 28 Science Fiction Stories. Boyer, 1952.
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